
A N A L Y S I S 

S H E R - C H I N — P ' H A L - C H ' H E N — D K O N - S E K S — D O - D E — 

N Y A N G - D A S — A N D G Y U T ; 

B E I N G T H E 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th DIVISIONS OP T H E 

T I B E T A N W O R K , E N T I T L E D T H E K A H - G Y U R . 

B Y M B . A L E X A N D E R C S O M A K O R O S I . 

8 I C U L 0 - H U N G A R I A N OF T R A N S Y L V A N I A . 

I I . ( S H E R - C H I N . ) 

A C C O R D I N G to the Index, the second great D i v i s i o n of the ~Rkah-\\gyur, is 

that of the C1) " ShSs-rab-kyi-p'ha-rol-tu-p'kyin-pa," (by contraction, Sher-

p'hyin, pronounced Sher-ch'hin,) Sans. Prajnd pdramitd. E n g . " T r a n ­

scendental W i s d o m . " U n d e r this title there are i n the Ukak-hgyur, 21 vo­

lumes, classed under the fo l lowing subdivisions or dist inct ions: 

1. <2) Skes-rab-kyi-p'ha-rol-tu-p'/iyin-pa-stong-p'krag-brgya-pa (or hbum). 

Sans. Shatu sahasriltd prajnd pdramitd. E n g . " Transcendental W i s d o m , 

i n one hundred thousand sldkas." I n 12 volumes, i n w h i c h are counted 75 

chapters (lihu, i n T ib . ) 303 artificial divisions (bam-po, i n Tibetan, each con­

taining 300 sldkas i n verse, or an equivalent i n prose, and occupying i n 

1 «N'i^'g'S3'ifor:§'i<3i'y, or 

* 
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394 ANALYSIS OF T H E SHER-CHIN. 

general 21 leaves in the likah-hgyur), and one hundred thousand sldkas—the 

whole is in prose. In these 12 volumes the Prajnd pdramitd is treated at 

large, and the other sub-divisions are only abridgments of these 12 volumes. 

These were first translated from Sanscrit into Tibetan in the ninth century, 

by the Indian Pandits, J I N A M I T B A and S U R E N D R A B O D H I , and the Tibe­

tan Lotsawa (Sans. IjochclChava,) Y E ' - S H E ' S - S D E ' . They were afterwards again 

review and arranged by others. 

2. (3) ShSs-rab-kyi-p,ha-rol-tu-p'hyin-pa-stong-p'hrag-7iyi-shu-\na-pa, (or in 

round numbers, "Nyi-khri," 20,000.) Sans. Pancha vinshati sahasrikd prajnd 

pdramitd, " Transcendental Wisdom, in 25,000 sldkas." In three volumes. 

There are counted 76 chapters, 78 bam-pos, and 25,000 sldkas. This is an 

abridgment of the before-described 12 volumes. No translators are mentioned. 

3. ( 4 ) SMs-rab-kyi-p'ha-rol-tu-p'hyiti-pa-k'hri-brgyad-stong-pa. Sans. 

Ashta dam sahasrikd prajnd pdramitd. Eng. " Transcendental Wisdom, in 

18,000 sldkas." In three volumes, containing 87 chapters (lehu), 50 small 

divisions (bam-po), and 18,000 sldkas. These three volumes are a more close 

abridgment of the above specified 12 volumes. No translators are mentioned. 

4. (5> Shes-ral>-kyi-p,ha-rol-tu-p,hyin*pa-k''hri-pa, (or by contraction "Shes-

fchri") Sans. Dasa sahasrikd prajnd pdramitd. One volume of 613 leaves, 

containing 33 chapters, and 34 bam-pos, or small divisions. This volume is 

an abridgment of the Yum-bbring, or of the above specified three volumes of 

25,000 sldkas, translated by J I N A M I T K A , P R A J N Y A V A R M A , and the Tibe­

tan Lotsawa, B A N D E Y E - S H E S . 

5. (6) Shes-raft-kyi-p'ha-rol-tu-p'hyin-pa-brgyad-stong-pa (or simply brgyad-

stong-jm). Sans. Ashta, sahasrikd prajnd pdramitd. One volume of 462 
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A N A L Y S I S O F T H E S H E R - C H I N 395 

leaves, 24 bam-pos, and 32 lehus. T h i s volume l ikewise contains an abridg­

ment of the several dharmas contained i n the above enumerated volumes. 

T h i s was delivered by B c H O M - i D A N W D A S (SHAKYA) l ikewise, as the above enu­

merated divisions, when he was on the mountain, called i n Tibetan, the " Hya-

rgod-p'hung-pohi-ri" ( 7 ) i n Sans. Gridkra kuta parvata, near Rdjagriha in 

Magadha. T h i s is a favourite volume of the Tibetans, who shew particular 

reverence to i t ; hence both the manuscript and printed examplars of i t are 

i n very great number to be found. 

6. One volume is entitled, ( 8) " Sna-ts'hags," Miscellaneous ( W o r k s ) or all 

sorts of aphorisms of the Prajnd pdramitd. There are i n this volume 18 
different treatises or aphorisms, of which the titles are as f o l l o w : 

i . (9) Rab-rtsal-gyis-Ynam-par-gHon-pas-zhun-pa. Sans. Suvikrdnta vik-

rami pariprichcliha {prajnd pdramitd). Instruction i n the Prajnd pdramitd 

(by 2?CHOM-£DAN//DAS) on the request of SUVIKRANTA VIKRAMI' (a Bod-

hisatwa) from leaf 1 to 130. T h i s and the fo l lowing aphorisms also all 

belong to the Prajnd pdramitd, and contain either abridged repetitions, 

explanations of some terms, or recommendations for keeping and reading 

the Prajnd pdramitd. 

i i . (10) IMun-brgya-pa. Sans. Saptashatihd. T h e Prajnd pdramitd i n 

700 sldkas (Note, for brevity's sake, Shes-rab-kyi-p'ha-rol-tu-p'hyin-pa (or 

Sher-p'hyiri) and Prajnd pdramitd, are frequently omitted i n the titles. 

i i i . IjHa-brgya-pa. Sans. Panchashatikd, that of 500 sldkas. 

iv . ( 1 2 ) Sher-p'hyin-sdud-pa-ts'higs-sii-hchad-pa. Sans. Prajnd pdramitd 

sanchaya gdthd. Verses collecting the contents of the Prajnd pdramitd. 

v. ( 1 3 ) Udo-rje-gchod-pa. Sans. Vajrachctihidikd, the diamond cutter (or 

a sutra of wonderful effects). T h i s aphorism is contained i n 18 leaves, 

from leaf 222 to 240. I n this, 2?CHOM-IDAN«DAS (SHAKYA) i n a colloquial 

7 g.*|y sjcj-IJQ-i 

i i ^ zjj -q 

13 v£-E].5yq 

8 ^ ' ^ ^ N 

12 * j x - g v § V V 
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396 A N A L Y S I S O F T H E S H E R - C H I N . 

manner instructs '• RAB-.WBYOB" (Sans. SUBHUTI) one of his principal disciples 
in the true meaning of the Prajnd pdramitd. The Tibetans pay especially 
great respect to this sutra, hence the copies of it are to be found in great 
abundance. 

vi. W T.shul-bvgya-hia-bchu-pa, 150 rules or ways. 
vii. W Shes-rab-kyi-p'ha-rol-tu-phyin-pahi-mtshan-brgya-vtsa-brgyad-pa. 

Sans. Prajnd pdramitd ndma ashtd shatakd, the 108 names or terms of 
the Prajnd pdramitd. 

viii. ^hom-ldan-bdas-ma-thes-rab-kyi-p'ha-rol-tu-p'hyin-paAHaAychu^a. 
Sans. Bhagavati prajnd pdramitd ardha shatakd, the Prajnd pdramitd in 50 
sldkas. 

ix. <17) Yip'hags-ma -shes-rab-kyi -p'ha-rol-tu-p'hyin -pa-de-bzhin-gshegs-pa-
fhams-chad-kyi-yum-yige-gchig-ma. Sans. Bhagavati prajnd pdramitd sarva 
tathdgatc eka akshari. " Transcendental Wisdom, comprehended in the letter 
A , the mother of all Tathdgatas or Buddhas." The letter " A " is considered in 
Buddhistic works as the mother of all Wisdom; and therefore, all men of 
genius, all Bodhisatwas and Buddhas, are said to have been produced by " A , " 
since this is the first element for forming syllables, words, sentences, and a 
whole discourse; and the means for acquiring knowledge and wisdom. 
Here the whole Prajnd pdramitd is comprehended in the letter " A . " This is 
the most abridged sutra of the Transcendental Wisdom, since this consists 
only of a single letter. This is to be seen on the 256th leaf of this volume. 

x. ^ Kohushika. Sans. Kaushika, a name of INDBA. In this sutra 
SHAKVA instructs him in the Prajnd pdramitd, hence the title of this sutra. 

xi. <lj) Sher-p'hyin-yige-nyung-du. Sans. Alpa akshara, the " Transcen­
dental Wisdom, in a few letters." 

1 8 *IQ3*l 1 9 ^ jX - g a r t f ' ^ ' S ^ ' S 

268 



A N A L Y S I S O K T H E S H E R - C H I N . 397 

x i i . (20) Sher-p,hyin-sgo-nyi-sku-rtsa-lna-pa. Sans. Pancha-vinshati prajnd 

pdramitd muk'ha, the 25 doors or beginnings of the "Transcendental W i s d o m , " 

(there are so many vija mantras.) 

x i i i . (2 1) Hchom-ldan-hdas-ma-sher-p'hyin-snying-po. Sans. Bhagavati 

prajnd pdramitd kriddya, the essence of the " Transcendental W i s d o m . " 

x i v . C22) ShSr-p'kyin-nyi-mahi-snying-po. Sans. Prajnd pdramitd surya 

garbha. 

xv . t2 3) Zla-vahi-snying-po {sher-p'hyin). Sans. Chandra garbha {prajnd 

pdramitd.) 

x v i . (21> Sher-p'hyin-kun-tu-bzang-po. Sans. Prajnd pdramitd sdmanta 

bhadra. 

x v i i . (25> Sher-p'hyin-lag-na-rdo-rje Sans. Prajnd pdramitd vajrdpdni. 

x v i i i . (2G) Sher-phyin-rdo-rjergyal-mfshan. Sans. Prajnd pdramitd vajra 

Mtu. These five last aphorisms, or sutras, are so called from the names of 

those Bodhisatwas who are introduced speaking w i t h SHAKYA on the Prajnd 

pdramitd. 

CONTENTS OF THE WHOLE Prajnd pardmitd. 

A l l the 21 volumes of the Sher-p'hyin treat of speculative or theoretical 

philosophy, i . e. they contain the psychological, logical , and metaphysical ter­

minology o f the Buddhists, wi thout entering into the discussion of any 

particular subject. There are counted one hundred and eight such subjects, 

{dharmas) terms, or phrases, w i t h several subdivisions or dist inct ions; of 

which, i f any predicate be added to them, affirmative or negative judgments 

may be formed. These terms have mostly been introduced into the Sanscrit 

and Tibetan Dict ionary also, that was prepared by ancient Indian Pandits and 

Tibetan interpreters, and which may be found i n the Tlstan-hgyur (Mdo 

class, Go volume). 

22 #jx'gV§-*Q' 2 3 ?|'*jQ'ifc'$' 2 4 flX'gVsvS'^vw 
2 5 3x-g>-qi*rarV* 2 6 flX-gV */£-SQ]-*{JU 
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398 A N A L Y S I S O P T H E S H E R - C H I N . 

Here follow some instances of the terms or subjects of the Prajnd pdra­

mitd ; as, 

1. (27-> Phung-po (Sans. Skandha) an aggregate or body. There are five 

such aggregates ; as those of, 1. body, 2. perception, 3. representation or consci­

ousness, 4. composition or notion, and 5 of cognition. I n Tibetan, (2 8J gzugs-

kyi-p7mng-po, 2.<29) ts'hor-vahi, 3.^ \\du-sMs-kiji, 4.<31^ hdu-byed-hji, and 

5 (.32) xnam-par-shes-pahi-p'hung-po. I n Sanscrit, 1. rupashandha, 2. vMand, 

3. san-jnd, 4. sdnshara, and 5. vijndnaskandha. 

2. t 3 3 ' Skye-mch'hed-drug, the six senses; as, those of sight, hearing, 

small, taste, touch, and the moral sense. 

3. (31) Skye-mchhed-bchu-gnyis. C o u n t i n g the six organs and objects of 

senses. 

4. f35) Khams-bcho-bvgyad, the 18 regions or k ingdoms of senses, as with 

respect to the operations of the m i n d by the six organs directed to the six ob­

jects of senses. 

5. (,3G) K'hams-drug-ni; the six elements are earth, water, fire, air, ether 

(or vo id space), spirit (or intellect). I n Tibetan, sa, ctihu, me, tlung, nam-

mk'hak, vnam-par-shes-pa. 

6. (37> Rten-hbrel-bchn-gnyis. Dependent connexion, or causal con­

catenation (of 12 things): 1. ignorance, 2. composition or notion, 3. cogni­

tion, 4. name and body, 5. six senses, 6. touch, 7. perception, 8. affec­

tion, 9. ablation, 10. existence, 11. b i r th , 12. o ld age and death. I n T i ­

betan, l .C 3 8) ma-rig-pa, 2/ 3 9) hdu-byed, 3.W) tnam-par-shes-pa, 4(41) Ming-

dang-gzugs, 5.(42) skye-mck'ked-drug, 6SS) reg-pa, 7.( 1 4 ) ts'hor-va, 8 . W sred-

pa, 9. ( 1 U ) len-pa, 10.li7~> srid-pa, 11.<48) skye-va, 12.(49> rga-shi. I n Sanscrit, 

i i »fiv^t;-s)3K]<v 4 2 g ' a j & v y n 4 3 i ^ ' V 4 1 4 5 4 6 4 7 § V V 
18 g-q V!) g,^ 
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A N A L Y S I S O F T H E S H E R - C H I N . 399 

1. Avidyd, 2. sanskdra, 3. vijndna, 4. ndmarupa, 5. fhaddyatana, 6. spar-

sha, 7. vSdand, 8. ris'hnd, 9- apddana, 10. bhava, 11. jdti, 12. jardmarani. 

Every thing, but especially the human soul, depends for its existence on this 
causal concatenation. There are several commentaries on this subject in the 
Bstan-hgyur. 

7. (50) Pha-roUtu-p'hyin-pa-drug-ni. The six Transcendental Things (or 
cardinal Virtues) are, 1. charity, 2. morality, 3. patience, 4. industry, or 
earnest application, 5. meditation, 6. ingenuity or wisdom. In Tibetan, 
l . ( 5 1 ) sbyin-pa, 2.(52) ts'hul-kh'rims, S/ 5 3) bzod-pa, 4/ 5 4 ) brtson-hgrus, bsam-

gtan, 6Z56) shSs-rab. In Sanscrit, 1. ddna, 2. shila, 3. kshdnti, 4. viryya, 

5. dhydna, 6. prajnd. To the above enumerated, sometimes four others are 
added; as, 1. method or manner, 2. wish or prayer, 3. fortitude, and 4. fore­
knowledge or knowledge. In Tibetan, l . W fhabs, 2.(58) smon-lam, 3.^ slobs, 

4 (60) yfafeg^ Sanscrit, updya, pranidhdna, bala, and dhydna. 

8. ( 6 1 ) Stong-pa-nyid. Sans. Shunyatd. Eng . Voidness, emptiness; an ab­
stract notion. There are 18 distinctions of the Shunyatd. 

Such are the contents of the Prajnd pdramitd.—There is no historical 
matter. A l l is speculation, with a profusion of abstract terms and definitions. 
The knowledge of these is necessary for the understanding of the Buddhistic 

system, especially of the Madhydmikd philosophy. But I am unable to give 
here any further outline of the Prajnd pdramitd, except the enumeration of 
such abstract terms, as above. As this would be tedious to the reader, and of 
little interest in the way of information, I beg leave to waive further illustration. 

A l l the doctrine contained in these 21 volumes is attributed to B C H O M -
£ D A N / / D A S ( S H A K Y A ) . He delivered his instruction on the Prajnd pdramitd 

(as is stated by Tibetan^writers, 16 years after having become Buddha, or in 
his fifty-first year) when he was on the mountain (near Rdjagriha, in Magadha) 
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400 ANALYSIS OF T H E SHER-CHIN. 

called in Tibetan, the " hya-rgod-phung-pohi-riT (Sans. Gridhra kuta parvata 

the " hill of a heap of vultures"). His hearers were beside, many JBodhisat-

was (among whom B Y A M S - P A , Sans. M A I T B E Y A ) and gods (among whom 
K A U S H I K A or I N D K A ) his own disciples about 5,000 priests (among whom the 
principal were S H A R I H I - B U , or S H A B A D V A T I H I B U , R A B - / / B Y O B , H O D - S R U N G , 

and K U N - B G A H - V O ) . The speaker in general is 2 ? C H O M - Z . D A N / / D A S ( S H A K Y A ) 

who addresses first S H A R A D V A T I H I B U and afterwards R A B W / B Y O B , his dis­
ciples. They put a question several times to S H A K Y A ; he gives them no 
direct answer, but forms such propositions that they are themselves led to the 
decision. It is in general, R A B - / / B Y O K (Sans. SUBHUTT) with whom S H A ' K Y A 
speaks in all these volumes. 

The first compiler of the Prajnd pdramitd was K A S H Y A P A (Tib. 
H O D - S B U N G ) whom S H A K Y A appointed to succeed him after his demise. 

In the Bstan-hgyur, the 16 first volumes of the M.do class are all com­
mentaries on the Prajnd pdramitd. Afterwards follow several volumes ex­
planatory of the Madhydmikd philosophy, which is founded on the Prajnd 

pdramitd. The Prajnd pdramitd is said to have been taught by S H A K Y A , 
and the Madhydmikd system by N A G A E J U N A (J5TLU-SGBUB, in Tib.) who is 

said to have lived four hundred years after the death of S H A K Y A , who had 
foretold of him that he would be born after so many years, to explain his 
higher principles laid down in the Prajnd pdramitd. With N A G A R J U N A ori­
ginated the Madhydmikd system in philosophy. The philosophers in India, 
before his time, were in two extremes ; teaching either a perpetual duration, 
or a total annihilation, with respect to the soul. He chose a middle way, 
hence the name of this philosophical sect. There are in the B&tan-hgynr, 

several works of him, as also of his successors, explanatory of the Madhydmikd 

school. Beside other matters of speculation, the following 27 subjects are to 
be discussed and analyzed in the Madhydmikd system : 1. efficient (accessory 
or secondary) cause, (Tib. rkyen), 2. the coming (into the world) and going 
away (liong-va-dang-hgro-va), 3. organs (of sense) (dvang-po), 4. aggregate 
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or body (p'hung-po), 5. province or region (viz. of senses) (k'hams), 6. passion 

and affection (hdod-ch'hags), 7. the state of coming forth, duration, and ces­

sation (shyt-va, gnas-pa, dang hgag-pa), 8. the maker or doer, and the 

work or deed (byed-pa-po-dang-las), 9. former existence (sna-rol-na-gnas-pa), 

10. fire and the b u r n i n g wood (me-dang-bud-shing), 11. anterior and posterior 

l imits (of wor ld ly existence), T i b . snon-dang-p'hyi-mahi-mt'hah, 12. done by 

one's self and-done by another, (bdag-gis-byas-pa-da?ig-gshan-gyis-byas-pa), 

13. composition, or the forming of notions (hdu-byed), 14. the act of meet­

i n g (hp'hrad-pa), 15. self-existence or nature, (rang-bzhin), 16. t ied and l ibe­

rated (bchings-pa-dang-Char-pa), 17. work and frui t {las-dang-\\bras-bu), 

18. I or E g o , (bdag), 19- t ime (dus), 20. union, (of cause and efficient causes), 

T i b . ts'hogs-pa (rgyu-dang-rkySn), 21. or ig in or beginning, and destruction, 

(hbyung-va-dang-bjig-pa), 22. Tathdgata or Buddha (De-bzhin-gsheg.i-pa), 

23. wrong, error, or falsehood, (p'kyin-chi-log), 24. excellent truth (bp'hags-

pahi-bden-pa), 25. deliverance, or delivered from pain {myd-nan-las-bdas-pa), 

26. dependent connexion, or causal concatenation, (rten-bbrel), 27. crit ique of 

theories (\ta-va-br tag-pa). These are the principal topics of the Madhydmikd 

philosophy. I have thought proper to enumerate them here, because they are 

similar to the subjects of the Prajnd pdramitd. 

0000 

I I I . ( P H A L - C H H E N . ) 

T h e th i rd division of the Kdh-gyur is styled, i n Tibetan, " Sangs-

rgyas-p'hal-po-ctihe" or by contraction, "P'hal-ch'hen." Sanscrit, " Buddha-

vatdfi Sangha" (or as here is, Buddha avatdng saka), association of Buddha.? 

(or of those grown wise). T h i s is called a sutra of great extent. I n Sanscrit, 

" Mahdvaipulya Sutra." in Tibetan, ( r a) " Shin-tu-rgyas-pa-ch'hen-pohi-mdo." 

T h i s is contained i n six volumes, marked w i t h the six first letters of the T ibe­

tan alphabet. T h e number of the leaves i n each is as fo l lows: l.(G4*> 384; 
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